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Ptease address your response to die Audrtor General and qurte tlie rderence particulars below

Ref  No:  AGD:1/3/17  Vol.  I

April  15, 2024

Ms.  Kendra  Mark-Gordon

Director-Legal

Office  of  the Attorney  General  and

Ministry  of  Legal  Affairs

AGLA  Tower,  Governtnent  Plaza,

Corner  of  London  and Richmond  Streets,

PORT  OF  SPAIN.

Dear  Ms. Mark-Gordon,

Re: Your  refusal  to receive  or consider  the  amended  Statement  of  Revenue  for  the Financial

Yeor  2023  and  other  related  amended  statements

Iwrite  on behalf  of  the Auditor  General  with  reference  to the matter  at caption  and to your  pre-action

protocol  letter  dated 15th April  2024.

Please  be advised  that  Section  116  of  the Constitution  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  Chapter  1:01

establishes  the office  and functions  of  the  Auditor  General.

Sections  116(2)  and 116(6)  of  the Constitution  provides:

"116. (2) The public accounts of  Trinidad and Tobago and of al( officers, Courts and

authorities of Trinidad and Tobago shall be audited artd reported on anwally  by the
Auditor General, and for  that purpose the Auditor General or any person authorised by

him in that behalf  shall have access to a// books, records, returns and other documents
relating  to those  accounts.

(6) In the exercise of  his functions  under this Consthutiotx the Auditor  General shall  not

be subject to the direction or control of  any other person or authori0i."  (emphasis mine)

"championing  good  governance"
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(vip /he statement of  assets and liabilities,

(vii0  such other statements, as Parliament  from  a to time
require;  "(  - "  '

Section. 25(1) of the udit Aci, in relationH to of
General,  provides:

"25.  (1) Off receipt  o  . accounts  prescrib-edlby  section  24, the Auditor  General  shall

cause them to be- examined arid audited and shall, within a period of  seven months after
30th September in each year or such longer period thereafler as Parliament may by
resolution  appoint,  prepare  and  transmit  to the Minister  a report  upon  his examination  and



audit of  all accounts relating to public moneys, stamps, securities, stores and other State
property, together with certified copies of  each of  the said accourits. "(emphasis mine)

I am instructed  that the Auditor  General  received  the Ministry  of  Finance's  Public  Accounts

dated January 31, 2024, said Public  Accounts  containing  a Statement  of Declaration  and

Certification,  signed  by the Accounting  Officer,  Permanent  Secretary,  Ministiy  of  Finance.

This Statement of Declaration and Certification opened with "The following Statements for the
Financial  Year  2023  uihich  are statutorily  due by January  31, 2024  in accordance  with  Sectiori

24(1)(a) and (b) and 24 (2)(a) and (b) of the Exchequer arid Audit Act, Chapter 69:01 as
amended by Act No. 23 of  1998 are submitted" and closed with "As Accounting Officer, I certify
that the Financial Statements for the financial year ended September 30, 2023 have been
recoriciled with the records of  the Treasury and in my opinion, these Firiancial Statements fairly
reflect the financial  position of  the Government of  the Republic of  Trinidad and Tobago for the
year  ended  September  30, 2023. A copy  of  this  Declaration  is attached  hereto  and marked"A".

I am further  instructed  that  the Auditor  General,  in accordance  with  the Constitution  and the

Exchequer  and Audit  Act,  received  and audited  the Ministry  of  Finance's  Public  Accounts  as

statutorily  provided.

The Ministry  of  Finance  is free to submit  an original  signed and dated letter  to the Auditor

General  by 12 noon  on April  16, 2024,  recalling  the Public  Accounts  previously  submitted  and

dated January  31, 2024,  confirming  the Statement  of  Declaration  and Certification  previously

provided  as inaccurate  and providing  the revised  Public  Accounts.  This  letter  will  be published

in the Auditor  General's  Report.

Please  be guided  accordingly.

Yours  respectfully,

Ms.  An

Senior

Auditor  General's  Department

"cliampioning  good  governance"




